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Dear Members and Friends of Bethel, 
I am taking this opportunity to thank the Church Council and the 
Elders for inviting me to come back to Bethel to fill the vacancy 
left by Pastor Eich until we have a replacement. I enjoy and ap-
preciate the opportunity to do so. I’m sorry I look a little fragile 
out there, but I am fine. You are a wonderful, wonderful congre-
gation! 
I want to urge all of you as members of the Body of Christ to keep 
the Call Committee in your prayers earnestly as we try to fill that 
vacancy with the right and best-suited pastor for our congrega-
tion. Those prayers are very important to us and for all of us. 
Thank you 
 

In our Lord’s love and service, 
Pastor Parsch 

Bethel Banner 

July/August 2022 

Our Congregation Self-Study packet was delivered to the District office on May 23.  We were 
told it will take 4-6 weeks for review and for them to gather the information on the candi-
dates for our review. Jim Allston contacted several candidates to see if they are available/
interested in receiving a Call. We are now waiting for the FL-GA District to send us the Per-
sonal Information Forms and Self-Evaluation Tools on the candidates.  The most outstanding 
candidates will be invited to Bethel for further interviews and for them to see the church. 
Those names will then be presented to the congregation at a Special Voters’ meeting during 
which a vote will be taken on making an official Call. Due to privacy concerns, and District di-
rectives, any personal documents on the candidates cannot be distributed outside our 
church building, must be reviewed on site, and signed for and returned.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Jim Allston, Call Committee Chair, 
Dustin  Anderson, Chairman of the Board of Elders/Call Committee member, or  
Danielle Morgan, Call Committee member. 

Call Committee Update 



Hello Bethel 

Family,  

 

 We are getting 

closer to the end 

of our summer 

activities, but 

don’t worry, we 

still have plenty 

of events com-

ing up at Bethel this month and are looking 

forward to starting Sunday school up again 

in September.   

 

Summer Camps 
The Lord has given us so many talents, and 

our summer events are a great way for our 

youth to discover new activities, without 

ridicule, to see what they like while in the 

safety of our church. 

 

Camp Week #1 July 11th – 15th  

(Art and Cooking Camp) 

Camp Week #2 July 18th – 22nd ( 

Karate and Sports Camp) 

9am – 3pm 
 

We have many different activities such as 

Art, Cooking, Karate, Sports and much 

more for the youth that attend these 

camps.  

If you are interested in helping at these 

camps, please contact James. We are al-

ways looking for great volunteers to help so 

please let me know if you would like to at-

tend or have any questions. Also, Middle 

school or High school students volunteering 

at this event is a great way to earn your 

volunteer hours for school scholarships.  

  

To sign up your child please click on 

the link provided below.  

Bethel Summer Camps:  
https://forms.gle/tu8vq53DKWFqxfKRA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 

School Volunteer Meeting   
We are holding a Sunday school volunteer 

meeting on Aug 21st (time TBD) in the con-

ference room. During this meeting we will 

go over what is needed for a successful 

Sunday school year at Bethel and will have 

all the dates and activities for the 2022-23 

year. Breakfast will be provided before the 

meeting starts. If you are unable to attend 

this meeting or have questions please call, 

email, or text me at any time.  

 

Sunday School 2022-23 
First day of Sunday school for the 2022-23 

school year is Sept 4th, 2022. Our goal at 

Bethel is to provide Christ-centered studies 

designed to foster faith development and 

application in our daily life. 

I would like to thank all our volunteers for all 

the time you give to Bethel and our youth.  

No time is too little or job too small when it 

comes down to the impact you have on 

each other’s lives. With that being said we 

still have volunteer opportunities available 

throughout the year, so please let me 

know if you are interested in helping out.  

 

We are also looking for more ways to serve 

our community and will have more infor-

mation soon on how you can be a part of 

these great activities. As always, be on the 

lookout for these great events that are 

soon to come, helping each of us grow in 

our time together with one another in the 

name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 

James Gray 

Director, Youth & Family Ministry 

https://forms.gle/tu8vq53DKWFqxfKRA


        

MEN’S BIBLE & BREW  
Men’s Bible Study meets on the third Mon-

day of the month for stimulating and topical 

discussion. We meet July 18 and August 15 

at 7:30pm at Lagerhaus Brewery and Grill, 

3438 East Lake Rd (Boot Ranch), Palm Har-

bor 34685. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Our Women’s Bible Study will 

take the summer off and re-

sume in the fall. Our first study 

will be  “The Hiding Place.” For 

more information, please email Susie Lorenzo-

Luaces at: Susie@lorenzo-luaces.com 
 

BETHEL BANNER MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  
Would you like to receive the Bethel Banner at 

your email address? Please send your address to 

BLutheranChurch@tampabay.rr.com. The news-

letter link is on our website if you prefer to read it 

on the website. We also use this distribution list to 

send out notices when necessary. 
 

PRAYER GROUP 
In addition to our Prayer Partners who pray at 

home at their convenience, we have a new 

group who meet at Bethel every Tuesday 

morning at 10am to pray for our church, our 

leaders, our country, and our people. All are 

welcome to join this group in the Great Hall. 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
Copies of the Church Council minutes are 

available on the tables near the restrooms in 

the narthex. If you would like a copy mailed to 

you at home, please call Jeannie at 727 799 

3010. 

 

UNSPOKEN! 
Our regular Wednesday night studies will re-

sume in September.  Social events are pop-

up—share your contact information to be 

included in texts. If you want more info, con-

tact Alan at 727 318 8880. 

 

WINE, WOMEN, & THE WORD 
Our next gathering will be on Monday, July 

11. In August we will meet on the 8th. We 

need the fellowship and God’s Word for us 

for our daily living. We meet at the Lager-

haus Restaurant across from Target off East 

Lake Road. Ladies come for dinner at 6pm 

while others join us at 7pm for the message 

to live by. Topics like God’s grace or carry-

ing our problems in our backpack. Please 

come and join me for a glass of wine, a 

beer, Coke, or a glass of water. We would 

love to have you join us. Jane Otte (727 

409 0137) 
 

NEW GLASSES?  NICE!  
Did you know that MOST Ministries 
will take your old pair—or all those 
pairs sitting  in your dresser drawers? Our eye-
glass teams are requested by churches around 
the world. Is your Bible study group searching 
for a service project? In addition to an eye-
glass donation, please consider making witness 
materials (bracelets or puppets) that our teams 
use to share the Gospel! Call MOST Ministries at 
734.994.7909 or visit www.mostministries.org to 
learn more. You may drop off your old eye-
glasses in the baskets located in our narthex 
(on the tables at either end—near the re-
strooms). 
 

HEP! 
Bethel Youth Council is happy to partner with 

the Homeless Empowerment Program (HEP) in 

Clearwater to provide hygiene kits to distribute 

to their clients. Here is a list of items that are 

needed in the kits. Please DO NOT INCLUDE 

money or alcohol based products (no hand 

sanitizer, no mouthwash, no cough medicine 

or medications). All donations must be in their 

original packaging and be unused. 
Sunblock Backpacks 

Hand wipes Walmart gift cards (even $5) 

Ponchos Feminine hygiene products 

Socks Nail clippers 

Chapstick Tissues 

First Aid Kits/Band-Aids Flashlight 

Zipper plastic bags (large enough for their im-

portant papers) 

Reusable water bottles Lotion 

Please drop off your donations in the narthex 

container. Thank you! This will be an ongoing 

effort by our youth. 

mailto:BLutheranChurch@tampabay.rr.com


SAVE THE DATES!  MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
The Bethel Board of Evangelism has some exciting events scheduled during the 2022-2023 Fall Church year!  

(Times TBD) 
 

October 29th 5-8PM  Oktoberfest & Trunk & Treat 
    Authentic German Lederhosen Band! 
    Fantastic German brats, potato salad, desserts & beverages 
November 13th   Football & Tailgate Fare Potluck Sunday Afternoon! 
    Come cheer on your team, enjoy friendship & food! 
December 2nd-3rd   Celebrate Christmas at the Gifts & Greens weekend! 

Dress up for the Friday night preview Party & enjoy appetizers, cookies & 
punch!  Shop for gifts with 50 craft vendors, pick up your Christmas Greens, & 
shop the Bethel Ladies Bake Sale & Craft Table!  The Choir & Connie will be de-
lighting us with Carols! 
On Saturday we will have vendors indoors & outdoors on the front lawn, the 
Santa’s Giftshop for the children will be open, teens will have hotdogs & 
snacks outdoors!  All of the proceeds will go toward the 2023 Youth Mission 
trips. 

December 8th The Second Annual Bethel Olde English Madrigal Dinner, featuring the East 
Lake High School Choir.  The special sit-down meal is limited to 50 Diners.  An-
other wonderful way to begin the Season! 

December 10th Gulf Coast Classical School Christmas Pageant & Reception 

Gulf Coast Classical 
Academy is looking 
forward to the first day 
of the ’22-’23 school 
year on August 10! 

 

Did you know? 
• This will be the 5th year of a classical 

Christian program operating at Bethel 
• GCCA is a full-time classical, Christian K-

8 school 
• GCCA is a non-profit organization: 5 

Board Members, educating 21 students 
from 11 families, with 12 teachers who 
all follow Christ. 

 
For more information, visit GCCA’s website 
at www.gcclassical.org or contact the  
Bethel / GCCA liaison, Amy Mack, via email 

at amack@gcclassical.org or phone at 
727-204-4832.  

FL-GA DISTRICT CONVENTION NEWS 
The Florida-Georgia District met in Convention June 16th 
through the 18th in Saint Augustine. Approximately 420 dele-
gates were in attendance. 
The Convention was started off in the Name of the Triune God 
with a Communion worship service with the sermon and the 
entire Convention based on Hebrews 12:1-2.  
Both President Matthew Harrison, current president of the 
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, and Dr. Gerald Kiesnick, 
immediate past President, gave uplifting talks. Dr. Reed Lessing 
from Concordia Seminary gave a three part Bible study based 
on the central theme of Hebrews 12:1-2, and Dr. Ben Haupt of 
Concordia--St. Paul, spoke on the history of the LCMS and that 
we have always been mission minded. 
During this Convention, a number of positions were voted on 
as well as resolutions and overtures. The incoming District 
President is the Rev. James Rockey from Oxford, FL. 5 Vice 
Presidents were chosen and ranked as follows: Rev. Dr. Victor 
Belton, Rev. Jay Winters, Rev. Charles Reich, Rev. Dr. David 
Brockhoff (our regional VP), Rev. Stephen Carretto. In addition-
ally, the list of Circuit Visitors were ratified, including the St. 
Petersburg  Circuit Visitor, Rev. Dr. Paul Burtzlaff. Prior to every 
election, the Convention Chaplain, Rev. Tony Durante of Plan-
tation, FL, offered up a prayer and Friday's morning devotion. 
Greetings to the delegates were shared with multiple organiza-
tions and RSOs, including Board to the Armed Forces, LWML, 
various boards within District, LCEF, CPH, Hispanic ministries, 
and many more. 
 

Ralph Otte, Bethel Delegate 



TAMPA BAY VIRTUAL MEMORY CAFÉ EVENTS 
Are you finding the stay-at-home orders are 

making your care partner stir-crazy? You? Care 

partners connect to reminisce, share stories, 

and build friendships through events led by Dr. 

Cate McCarty, Ph.D., who has  over 40 years of 

personal and professional experience. Every 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 11:10am. 

Zoom is a free and user-friendly platform. With 

a computer, tablet, or smart phone, you can 

see and hear other participants in the meet-

ing. No smart phone? No worries-you can hear 

and talk to others in the meeting using a dial-in 

phone number and entering the meeting num-

ber. You must register by visiting: 

www.catemccarty.com/calendar 

Questions? 727.771.1600 or email 

PalmHarbor@arden-courts.com 

 

VOTER REGISTRATION 

The Florida primary will be August 23. New, cor-

rected, or updated voter registration must be 

completed by July 25 to vote in that important 

election. You can register online or obtain an 

application to be mailed to the Supervisor of 

Elections at votepinellas.gov; or at locations 

specified at the VOTEPINELLAS.GOV website. 

On July 17 we will host voter registration here at 

Bethel Lutheran Church from 10:30 to 11:00 

AM. Registration is required If you: 

• are new to Florida 

• changed your address within Florida 

• wish to update your signature, or 

• want to change or become affiliated with 

a political party* 

 

*Due in part to recent district changes many 

elected representatives will change! For exam-

ple, Congressman Gus Bilirakis will not repre-

sent our neighborhood next year. The Demo-

crat candidate hoping to represent us does 

not have a primary challenger, but Republican 

voters must choose who will appear on the No-

vember ballot. There are many other important 

elections at the local and state level requiring 

party affiliation to select candidates for the 

general election. Party affiliation is not required 

to vote for school board, judge and fire district 

officials.  

The winner can be determined on August 23rd. 

 

 
What is AmazonSmile?  
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 

you to support your favorite charitable organiza-

tion every time you shop, at no cost to you. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find 

the exact same low prices, vast selection and 

convenient shopping experience as Ama-

zon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 

donate a portion of the purchase price to your 

favorite charitable organization. You can choose 

from nearly one million organizations to support.  

How do I shop at AmazonSmile?  

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to 

smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your 

computer or mobile device.  

How do I select Bethel when shopping on Ama-

zonSmile?  

On your first visit to AmazonSmile 

(smile.amazon.com), select a charitable organi-

zation to receive donations from eligible purchas-

es before you begin shopping. Every eligible pur-

chase you make at smile.amazon.com will result 

in a donation.  

How much of my purchase does Amazon 

donate?  

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of 

the purchase price from your eligible Ama-

zonSmile purchases. 

Make a difference this holiday. Shop for gifts at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1608203 to generate 

donations for Bethel Lutheran Church and 

check out our AmazonSmile Charity Lists to do-

nate items we need most.  

 

LUTHERAN LIFE  
Lutheran LIFE is the official communications in-

strument of the Florida-Georgia District of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Lutheran LIFE 

is designed to inform LCMS church and school 

members of the activities, the personalities and 

resources offered by the Synod and the Dis-

trict. Lutheran LIFE is published bimonthly. Edito-

rials, new items, and photos are encouraged 

and should be received at our publication of-

fices no later than the 10th of the month prior 

to the publication date.  

Lutheran Life Publishing 

971 SW Pepperridge Ter, Boca Raton, FL 33486 

LutheranLife@flgadistrict.org 
 

http://votepinellas.gov/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3I6TPVO7NCSDW&K=2RSR2YBPTX4FA&M=urn:rtn:msg:20201026150140001ef3e50f7d46e292f08b4c15f0p0na&R=2BYAITNQEZ79C&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F59-1608203%3Fref%3Dorg_em_cldsa_bl2_csmi&H=08JPQCPNLRK8ODRJ96IQNT58TSOA
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3I6TPVO7NCSDW&K=2RSR2YBPTX4FA&M=urn:rtn:msg:20201026150140001ef3e50f7d46e292f08b4c15f0p0na&R=2NXKPK4H5CGMI&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fch%2Flist%2F59-1608203%26ref_%3Dpe_732550_544269070_org_em_cldsb_bl3_cl
mailto:LutheranLife@flgadistrict.org


FLOWERS IN JULY & 

AUGUST 
July  3—OPEN 

July 10—Marianne Craig in 

memory of Patrick Cassidy 

 Erika St. Jean in loving memory of her 

husband, Hank St. Jean, on his 7th 

birthday in heaven 

July 17—Dave & Marilyn Storey in honor of their 

65th wedding anniversary 

 In loving memory of Charles and Florence 

Wadenklee 
July 24—OPEN 

July 31—OPEN 

 

Aug 7—OPEN 

Aug 14—In loving memory of Charles & 

Florence Wadenklee 

Aug 21—Jeanna Hickey in loving memory of 

her parents John & Beverly Burchick on 

their 74th wedding anniversary Aug 21 
Aug 28—OPEN 
 

If you would like to place flowers on the altar, 

please complete a form found on the table 

next to the flower book. Place the completed 

form in the 3-ring flower binder on the 

credenza in the narthex. Print your name in the 

book for the date chosen. Each arrangement 

is $25 and can be added to your regular 

contribution. Mark the “Flower” line with the 

amount. 
 

MEMORIALS GIVEN TO BETHEL 
In loving memory of Evelyn Cunningham 

The family of Bob & Evelyn Cunningham 

ONLINE DIRECTORY 
We have an online directory. We would like our 

members to keep their contact information 

and photos (if desired), up-to-date. You can 

do it yourself. Visit the website and we will be 

contacted to grant you access. Access will be 

restricted to protect your privacy.  The web 

address is: https://bethellutheran.ctrn.co/ 
 

NOT RECEIVING NEWSLETTER EMAILS? 
Check your “Junk” or “Spam” folder and add 

updates@bethellutheranclearwater.org to your 

email address book. 

Just a reminder—please do not reply to the 

email as it is not monitored. 
 

THANK YOU! 
Dear friends at Bethel, 

Thank you so much for your donation of the 

candy filled Easter eggs. Easter was a beautiful 

day and everyone enjoyed the egg hunt. 

Thank you for blessing us!  

Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch, Safety Harbor 

 

HELLO FROM BETHEL’S 

LWML 
Blessings to you all in the 

name of the Lord!   
 

Our chapter of LWML topic for June was 

Good Grief!  He will wipe away every tear.  A 

very comforting message from the Lord.  

 

We will not be meeting in July as it falls the 

week of the Fourth.  We will be once again 

meeting in August and will be looking toward 

the Florida/Georgia convention in 

September.  Our Zone will be hostesses and 

we will welcome all as they arrive..  Karen 

Brasted and I will be delegates and Kathy 

Miller and Gail Leppert will be the alternate 

delegates.  I can’t wait to see some of the 

ladies we met in Melbourne last year at the 

Retreat. 
 

We will continue to meet on the first 

Wednesday of each month starting in 

August.  There will be a meeting in the 

morning at 10:00 AM, then another at 6:00 

PM for those who work and would like to be 

a part of our group. 
 

Just a reminder to our ladies that we will be 

Greeters in July and in August on the first 

Sundays!  For the July meeting wear 

something for the Fourth – Red, white and 

blue.  For August we will return to our 

awesome purple tops.   
 

You also may make donations to LWML 

Missions to help us reach our goals.  We 

accept checks, cash, or you can fill up an 

LWML Mite box with your donations available 

in the Narthex. 
 

In Jesus, 

Jane Otte, President 

https://bethellutheran.ctrn.co/


JULY 
Elders 
3 Communion  

* Paul Blake, John Voda,  

Lee Genco, Erik Schulz (lector) 
 

10 

*Kevin Steidley, Dustin Anderson, 

Brian Wolf, Dexter Glenn (lector) 
 

17 Communion 

* Paul Fenton, Erik Schulz,  

John Voda, Kevin Steidley (lector) 
 

24 

* Fred Behnke, Mike Vanhorenbeck, 

Mark Thibideau, Paul Blake (lector) 
 

31 

* Lee Tieman, Jamie Munro, 

Dustin Anderson, Phil Hubbell (lector) 

 

AUGUST 
Elders 
7 Communion  

* Paul Fenton, Dexter Glenn,  

Fred Behnke, Mike Vanhorenbeck (lector) 
 

14 

*Kevin Steidley, Steve Krick, 

Dustin Anderson, Brian Wolf (lector) 
 

21 Communion 

* Lee Genco, Erik Schulz,  

Kevin Steidley, Phil Hubbell (lector) 
 

28 

* Lee Tieman, Mark Thibideau, 

Brian Wolf, Dustin Anderson (lector) 

 

 

Acolytes 
July 3 Logan Leininger 

(Volunteers needed for all other Sundays in 

July and August) 
 

Sound/Video 
Don and Cindy Nelson (7/3, 7/24) 

Ben & Michelle Anderson (7/10, 17, 31) 

Ushers 
Dave Ekardt, Jim Fulford, Fred Bennett 

 

Counters 
July 3 Lee & Nancy Tieman 

Aug 7 Kevin & Sharon Steidley 
 

7/10 Steve & Renda Ester 

8/14 Brian & Mary Gilchrist 
 

7/17 Kevin & Sharon Steidley 

8/21 Nancy & Lee Tieman 
 

7/24 Sylvia Harris 

8/28 Jeanette Pedroli 

 Gail Leppert 
 

7/31 Steve & Renda Ester 

 Brian & Mary Gilchrist 

 

Greeters 
July 3 Lutheran Women’s Missionary  

Aug 7 League 
 

7/10 Karen Beck  

8/14 Jim & Bonnie Larson 
 

7/17 Evangelism 
8/21 

 

7/24 Jim & Dorothy Fulford 

8/28 Beverly Ashby 

 
7/31 OPEN 

 

Altar Guild July 
 Karen Beck, Marianne & Kelly Craig 

 Michelle Anderson, Lauren Jeffries 

 

CALLING A FAITHFUL PASTOR 
O Gracious Father, You led Your holy apos-

tles to ordain ministers for the proclamation 

of Your Word and the faithful administra-

tion of the Sacraments of Christ. Grant to 

us  the guidance of the Holy Spirit to 

choose a suitable pastor according to 

Your will for the blessing of Your Church in 

this place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 







 






